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harvests in the provinces or abroad, while they were paid in
the capital.
Among the numerous admirers of Mademoiselle Lecouvreur,
the one who ohtained a lasting hold en her affections was the
famous Count Marshal de Saxe, the son of Augustus, King of
Poland, and of the beautiful Countess of Konigsmark, as hand-
some as his mother, and as brave as the god of war. When
this romantic knight was planning the conquest of his Duchy
of Courland, notwithstanding his high reputation and illustri-
ous birth, he could find no one* to join him in raising funds
for his adventurous scheme; his own purse was quite inad-
" equate to supply the demands of his courage. His generous
mistress realized by the sale of her diamonds the sum of 40,000
livres—equal then to three times that amount in the present
day—and compelled him to accept it. Although the expedi-
tion was unsuccessful, the hero of it was not the less the lion
of the aristocratic circles of the capital, and the beauties of the
court employed all the magic of their seductions to draw him
into their toils. No less a lady than the Duchess of Bouillon
is said to have been at last successful in making him forget the
allegiance be owed to the fair Adrienne. Stung with jealousy,
the actress seized the only means of revenge in her power.
One night, when acting Phcdre, instead of addressing to her
confidant the passage,	,
" Je sais roes perfidies,
CEnone, et ne suis point de ces femmes hardies,
Qui goutant dans le crime une tranquille paix,
Ont su se faire un-front qui ne rongit jamais," <
she turned to the conspicuous box where her rival sat in all
the pomp of rank, and apostrophized her with all the passion-
ate scorn and indignation she knew so well how to throw into
the lines. The public, who understood the real drama, ap-
plauded vehemently, and the enraged duchess vowed venge-
ance. ., The death of Adrienne Lecouvreur, though arising
from natural causes, followed this little scene within so Ihort
a,;tisie that the tongue of malice might have attempted to
&teange coincidence between them. But the nature of
cut short the career of this celebrated actress
to justify such conjectures, and it was left

